
FireSmart™ Power Hour:
February 28, 2024



Agenda
1. FireSmart Team Overview
2. Research Highlights
3. Resource Updates
4. Program Updates
5. Plant Program Highlight
6. Q & A



FireSmart BC Team



Research Highlights
Eric McKay and Helena Marken



2023 Fire Season Overview 

● 2023 -  2.84 million hectares burned  
 

● 2018 - 1.35 million hectares burned

● 2,245 wildfires reported: April 01 - October 31 2023

● 208 evacuation orders affecting ~ 48,000 people

● 386 evacuation alerts affecting ~ 137,000 people 

Wildfire Season Summary - Province of British Columbia (gov.bc.ca)

https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/wildfire-status/about-bcws/wildfire-history/wildfire-season-summary


Public Perceptions Survey

● Earnscliffe Strategies conducted online surveys of the general population of 
British Columbia

● The surveys were conducted between November 18, 2023 and December 
18, 2023

● A total of 1,111 BC residents were surveyed  

Sampling Method



Wildfires and BC

92% of people surveyed believed that wildfires are 
either important or the most important issue facing 

BC



Public Perceptions 

How the Public Feels about Wildfires, Climate Change 
and Society 

Q: And how much do you agree or disagree with the following statements…?



Public Perceptions 

Overall Awareness of FireSmart BC

Q: Have you ever heard of FireSmart BC?



Public Perceptions

Value Offered by FireSmart BC 

Q: Based on your knowledge, experience, or the definition we have provided, how valuable would you 
say FireSmart BC is to the province and its citizens?



Public Perceptions

Reasons for getting involved with FireSmart BC

Q: For each of the following, please indicate if you find each one very convincing, somewhat convincing, not very 
convincing, or not convincing at all.



Public Perceptions

Awareness of Specific FireSmart Programs 

Q: Before today, have you ever seen or heard of any of the following FireSmart BC programs or initiatives?



Awareness of FireSmart & Impacts on Behaviour 

Belief that there are individual measures that can be taken to protect your home

Q: Is there anything you can do personally to protect your home and/or property from wildfires?



Confidence in community preparedness to prevent and fight wildfires

Awareness of FireSmart & Impacts on Behaviour 

Q: How confident are you that you have the necessary resources located in your local community to 
prevent and fight wildfires?



Likelihood to seek out information to help protect home

Awareness of FireSmart & Impacts on Behaviour 

Q: How likely are you to seek out information and guidance to help you protect your home and/or 
property from wildfires in the next year?



27% of British Columbians recalled seeing a 
FireSmart BC Ad in 2023

Advertisement Awareness and Reactions 



Value of FireSmart BC based on Advertising Recall 

Advertisement Awareness and Reactions 

Q: Based on your knowledge, experience, or the definition we have provided, how valuable would 
you say FireSmart BC is to the province and its citizens?



Advertisement Awareness and Reactions 

Belief that there are individual measures that can be taken to protect property by 
advertising recall 

Q: Is there anything you can do personally to protect your home and/or property from wildfires? Over the 
past year, have you seen, read or heard any advertising from FireSmart BC?



Advertisement Awareness and Reactions 

2023 Advertising Campaign: Everyday Heroes 

38% of people who recalled 
seeing an ad said it was 
“Everyday Heroes”



Advertisement Awareness and Reactions 

“Everyday Heroes” Impact on Calls to Action 

Q: What is your overall impression of this ad? Having watched this video ad, how likely would you say you are to take 
action to protect your home and/or property from wildfires? Having watched this ad, how likely would you say you are 
to look for more information or resources from FireSmart BC?



Public Perceptions Regional Breakdown 



Northwest Territories: Structure Ignition Research



Post-fire Examination

● Examination of structure to structure ignition to look for lessons learned to support future community 
resiliency efforts. 

● Interim report to be available soon with initial findings and the full report to be available before the 
summer. 



Ideas from other agencies

● Dr. Kamarah Pooley (Fire and Rescue NSW) and Mark Owens (Country Fire 

Authority).

● Wildfire preparedness public service announcements on free wifi portals 

within communities. 

● Means to communicate with travellers and spread awareness. 

Australia Disaster Challenge



Resource Updates



Recent Resource Updates

● A-Frame Signs are 
now available!

● FireSmart BC 
Community 
Presentation 
Updates



Recent Resource Updates - Group Discussion Examples



Recent Resource Updates - Presentation Planning



Now Live:

https://firesmartbc.ca/resource/retractable-banner-templates/



Recent Resource Updates

➔ Community Poster (Fillable)

➔ Checklist for CRI requirement for a Fuel Management Prescription

➔ Home Ignition Zone LFR Assessment

➔ Coming Soon: Key Message Document



Recent Resource Updates



CRI Funding
Resources



CRI Funding

CRI Resources:

https://www.ubcm.ca/cri
https://www.ubcm.ca/cri/firesmart-community-funding-supports
cri@ubcm.ca - FireSmart Community Funding and Supports & CRI 
questions

2024 Program and Application Guide

https://www.ubcm.ca/cri
https://www.ubcm.ca/cri/firesmart-community-funding-supports
mailto:cri@ubcm.ca
https://www.ubcm.ca/sites/default/files/2023-11/LGPS_CRI-FCFS_2024_Application_Guide-November%202023.pdf


FNESS - ISC Funding Reminder

The FNESS - ISC On-reserve FireSmart program is designed to 
support Indigenous communities in building wildfire resiliency through 
implementation of various FireSmart activities which include:

➔ FireSmart home and community assessments
➔ Education, training, and outreach
➔ FireSmart staff positions 
➔ Fire resilient firewood structures
➔ Vegetation management 
➔ Purchase of hand and power tools 
➔ Equipment rental 
➔ Continuing mitigation
➔ Animal grazing

https://www.fness.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/On-reserve_FireSmart
Program_and_AppGuide_Revised_11062023.pdf

FireSmart@fness.bc.ca

https://www.fness.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/On-reserve_FireSmartProgram_and_AppGuide_Revised_11062023.pdf
https://www.fness.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/03/On-reserve_FireSmartProgram_and_AppGuide_Revised_11062023.pdf
mailto:FireSmart@fness.bc.ca


Program Updates



2024 Summit 



LFR of the Month

David McKay
(Xwisten)Bridge River Band Community Reserve



LFR of the Month

Gloria Lejour
The District of Metchosin



Education Program

https://firesmartbc.ca/educationprogram/

https://firesmartbc.ca/educationprogram/


Education Program

FireSmart Coordinator School Visits

Assembly or Classroom Presentations
w/ Ember the FireSmart Fox

Education Program Toolkit Available!
https://firesmartbc.ca/resources-lfr-portal/education/

Password is FireSmart2020

education@firesmartbc.ca 

https://firesmartbc.ca/resources-lfr-portal/education/
mailto:education@firesmartbc.ca


Plant Program 2024



Plant Program 2024



Awards



Podcast Feature



FireSmart BC Updates

Follow us on Social Media:

Listen to the Get FireSmart Podcast, read the FireSmart BC Magazine, and subscribe 
to our newsletter!



FireSmart Power Hour - Get Involved!

● FireSmart is shared responsibility, so is spreading the word.
● Participation from our partners is key to making BC FireSmart and we appreciate 

all that you do!
● Try out some of our new resources on the LFR Den, connect with other 

coordinators and program managers, and share your FireSmart success stories 
with us. 

Questions? Contact support@firesmartbc.ca



FireSmart Power Hour 

Q&A

Drop your questions in the chat box!


